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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rittal- 
Werk (DE Patent No. 197 14 839). With regard to Claim 1 , Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) 
discloses a busbar system, having a mounting unit (41) for receiving busbars (10.910- 
12), and at least one device adapter (10) which has a receiving bridge (10.2) for 
receiving one of terminals (20) and devices (20.9), and is embodied for electrical 
connection with the busbars, wherein the mounting unit embodied in cross section as a 
shallow U-shaped through with a base section (42) has holding segments (44-47) along 
lateral longitudinal edge sections, which extend parallel with each other, and on two 
oppositely located end sections the at least one adapter has a first and a second 
fastening section (10.5), matched to the edge sections to which they are assignable, 
and have holding elements (10.6) which work together with the holding segments for 
fixing the adapter in place, the busbar system comprising: for fixing the busbars in place 
in the mounting unit, electrically insulating busbar holders (40) are arranged 
transversely with respect to the busbars in a trough, and the busbars are seated on a 
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top of the busbar holder facing away from the base section in a lower part of the holder, 
and are fixed in place by a snapped on top (30). 

With regard to Claim 2, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the edge sections 
having strips (43, 45) which protrude from a mounting plane and on whose protruding 
end sections the holding segments are formed. 

With regard to Claim 3, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the holding segments 
being at least one of laterally outwardly angled holding structures (44, 46). 

With regard to Claim 4, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the lateral edge sections 
are one of angled off, and attached as separate angular profiled sections to the base 
section. 

With regard to Claim 5, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses a first (45, 46) of the 
holding elements is embodied as a hook element, which can be adjusted against an 
opposing spring force for releasing the adapter, and a second (43, 44) of the holding 
elements is embodied as a hook element, which is fixedly connected with the associate 
fastening section. 

With regard to Claim 6, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses a plurality of contact 
elements (20.2), which extend in a longitudinal direction of the adapter, are seated in an 
underside of the insulating receiving bridge, which faces the mounting unit by which an 
electrical contact with the associated busbars is provided and a connection with a 
connection section (20.4) is formed in at least one end section of the adapter. 

With regard to Claim 7, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the contact elements 
being at least one of springy and charged with a spring force so that a contact pressure 
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is created with a contact section of the contact elements on an outside of the associated 
busbars facing away from the mounting unit. 

With regard to Claim 8, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses a coupling device (20.8) 
for attaching devices to be received is on the top of the receiving bridge facing away 
from the mounting unit, which can be electrically connected by connecting lines (20.2) 
via connecting receivers (20.10) in the top of the end section of the adapter. 

With regard to Claim 9, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the device adapter 
having the receiving bridge with a top facing away from the busbar to be contacted 
devices to be electrically connected with the busbars can be arranged, and on the 
underside contact elements for providing an electrical contact with associated busbars 
are arranged, wherein a first and a second fastening section (10.5, 10.6) are provided 
with holding elements for securing the adapter on the mounting unit outside of 
an area of contact sections of the contact elements, and are embodied on 
the underside of the two narrow end elements (Fig. 1 ) of the adapter. 

With regard to Claim 10, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the holding elements 
being hook elements, and at least one of the hook elements, which is adjustably seated. 

With regard to Claim 11, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the lateral edge 
sections being one of angled off and attached as separate angular profiled sections to 
the base section. 

With regard to Claim 12, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses a first (45-46) of the 
holding elements being embodied as a hook element which can be adjusted against an 
opposing spring force for releasing the adapter, and a second (43-44) of the holding 
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elements is embodied as a hook element, which is fixedly connected with the associate 
fastening section. 

With regard to Claim 13, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses a plurality of contact 
elements (20.2) which extend in a longitudinal direction of the adapter are seated in an 
underside of the insulating receiving bridge which faces the mounting unit by which an 
electrical contact with the associated busbars is provided and a connection with a 
connection section is formed in at least one end section of the adapter. 

With regard to Claim 14, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses the contact elements 
being at least one of springy and charged with a spring force so that a contact pressure 
is created with a contact section of the contact elements on an outside of the associated 
busbars facing away from the mounting unit. 

With regard to Claim 15, Rittal-Werk (Figs. 1-2) discloses a coupling device 
(20.8) for attaching devices to be received is on the top of the receiving bridge facing 
away from the mounting unit, which can be electrically connected by connecting lines 
(20.2) via connecting receivers (20.10) in the top of the end section of the adapter. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hancock et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,916,574), Faulkner et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,442,135), Biermeier et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,672,889) and Biermeier et al. 
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(U.S. Patent No. 5,938,461 ) disclose connectors similar to Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Leon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2008. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800, extension 33. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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